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Yet Trotsky realized that in the renewed offensive in
the East was a bridge which might span the gap between
the two irreconcilables. For the Entente, the Bolsheviks
might prove an instrument against German militarism,
while for the Bolsheviks the Entente would provide a
weapon against the mortal enemy of the Revolution. He
therefore asked of Lockhart, of Robins, and of Sadoul,
what co-operation their Governments would give to
the Soviets if they declared a "holy war" against the
Germans.

The result was more encouraging than might have been
expected. As a result of Sadoul's representations, Noulens,
the French Ambassador, took the initiative. " Dans votre
resistance centre VAllemagne ", he telephoned to Trotsky
on February 21, " vouspouvez compter sur Vappui militaire
et financier de la France ", and his lead was followed by
the American, Japanese, and Italian Ambassadors, and
by the British Charg6 d'Affaires. The French and British
engineer officers gave immediate assistance in destroying the
railways to impede the German advance.1

It seems that for a moment even Lenin wavered from
his determination. He was deeply moved by the news
on the 21st that German troops had landed in Finland,
routing the Red Guard detachments and suppressing
the Soviet Government at Helsingfors. He first decided
that armed resistance was now unavoidable, and then,
with almost desperate self-discipline, he declared that it
was impossible to depart from their policy of surrender.2
None realized more acutely than he how precarious was the
position of the Government at this moment. " Yesterday
we still sat firm in the saddle ", he remarked to Trotsky,
" and to-day we are only holding fast to the mane. It is a
lesson which cannot fail to have an effect on our cursed

1  U.8. Foreign Relations, 1918: Russia, i. 383, 386 ; Sadoul, pp. 241-
243 ; Lockhart, p. 229 ; Noulens, i. 223.

2  Trotsky, Lenin, pp. 138-139 ; My Life, pp. 332-333.